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Project title: 
Animal Ethics # Name of contact person: 
Chief investigator: Contact number: 
Research Group: After hours number: 

Scoring of wellbeing will be performed relative to the following assessment criteria: 

Criteria Score 
0 1 (mild) 2 (moderate) 3 (severe)

Demeanour 
(Activity and 

responsiveness) 

Bright, alert and normally 
responsive (BAR) 

Quieter than expected, but 
still alert and normally 
responsive (QAR), the 

animal may form part of the 
tail of the mob. 

Quieter and less responsive 
to stimulus; forms part of 

the tail of the mob; may be 
found lying down more 

frequently than expected; 
may appear “droopy” in the 

face 

Dull, very slow moving; the 
animal is still responsive but 

sluggish to react, flight 
zones are noticeably 

reduced; lying down more 
frequently than expected 

Lameness [1] Stands and walks normally, 
sound in all 4 limbs 

Slightly shortened stride, 
the head may be down, and 
back may be arched when 

walking 

Uneven weight bearing on 
one or more limbs, 

shortened stride, slower 
moving particularly around 

corners, back is often 
arched when standing and 

walking 

Extreme reluctance to bear 
weight on one or more 

limbs, shortened stride, very 
slow moving (will be slower 
moving particularly around 

corners), back is often 
arched when standing and 

walking 
Body Condition 

Score (BCS): 1-5 
[2] 

Optimal: BCS 3-4 Obese: BCS 5 Under-condition: BCS 2 
Emaciated: BCS <2, and 

the animal appears 
physically weak.  

Appetite and 
rumination 

Normal appetite; cud 
chewing is occurring at a 

routine frequency 

Reduced appetite; >25% 
feed refusal in one day; 

some reduction in 
frequency and duration of 

cud chewing may be 
apparent 

>25% feed refusal for 3
consecutive days or >75% 

feed refusal for 1 day; 
reduction in cud chewing; 
mild rumen distention (e.g. 

mild bloat) 

>75% feed refusal for 3
consecutive days;

noticeable rumen distention 
(e.g. moderate to severe 

bloat) 

Faeces 
(see Reference 

Photos) 

Normal moist, well-formed 
pellets.  

Soft faeces, forming larger 
“wet” faecal clump. 

Mild diarrhoea: semi-solid to 
liquid faeces, some mucoid 
discharge may be present. 

Profuse watery and or foul 
smelling (liquid) diarrhoea 
impacting hydration status; 
volumes of blood observed 

within the faeces 

Respiratory 
function 

Normal respiratory effort; 
respiratory rate (RR) is 16-

34 at rest 

RR >34 at rest but no 
evidence of increased 

respiratory effort, the animal 
may move as part of the tail 

of the mob, some clear 
nasal discharge may be 

present 

Mild respiratory effort which 
is exacerbated by exercise 
but there is no open mouth 

breathing or abdominal 
heaving observed, the 

animal is slower moving 

Noticeably increased 
respiratory effort at rest; the 

animal is very slow and 
reluctant to move and may 
lie down under pressure; 

any open mouth breathing 
or abdominal heaving 

observed; any indication of 
blue mucous membranes. 

*please note: feed refusal can only be accurately assessed in studies which individually pen sheep.

Action required, relative to observed score: 
Cumulative score 0 = No action (in addition to routine care and monitoring) 
Score 1 in one or more criteria = Assess rectal temperature (if possible) and consult relevant animal technicians. Veterinary 

assessment may be required (particularly if the animal has an elevated temperature). 
Score 2 in any one criterion  = Assess rectal temperature (if possible) and consult relevant animal technicians. Veterinary 

advice should be sought if an elevated temperature is recorded, symptoms are acute, or if symptoms relate to 
demeanour, lameness, appetite and rumination, or respiratory function.  

Score 3 in any one criterion  = Physical exam by a veterinarian is required as soon as possible. Euthanasia is indicated 
unless a management plan has been specifically prescribed by the independent consulting veterinarian. 

Veterinary advice specifically refers to consultation with a veterinarian that is independent of the research group. 
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Reference Photos 
 
Body Condition Score (BCS): 1-5 
Source: http://www.lifetimewool.com.au/pdf/Condition%20scoreA5.pdf 
 

http://www.lifetimewool.com.au/pdf/Condition%20scoreA5.pdf
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Faeces Scores: 
0: Normal          1: Soft 

 
2: Mild diarrhoea (semi-solid – liquid) 

 
3: Watery or smelly diarrhoea 
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